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LATE  ADJOURNMENT  AND  AN  IMPORTANT  VISITOR 

Congress  is  headed  for  one  of  its  latest  adjournments  in  many  years,  in  preparation  for  an  early  adjournment 
next  summer  when  the  Party  Conventions  will  be  held. 

In  mid-September  most  of  Washington  and  much  of  the  rest  of  the  world  will  be  intently  observing  the  13  day 
visit  of  Premier  Nikita  Khrushchev  to  the  United  States.  The  exchange  visits  are  not  likely  to  solve  the  many  com¬ 
plex  international  problems,  but  they  could  inaugurate  a  new  era  of  intensive  negotiations. 

Friends  at  Iowa  Yearly  Meeting  (Conservative)  sent  this  message  to  Premier  Khrushchev  August  15: 

“As  you  travel  through  our  land  you  will  see  many  signs  of  our  wealth;  .  .  .  But  we  want  you  to  know  that  there  are 
intangible  values  which  are  more  important  to  us  than  our  material  goods.  One  of  these  is  our  religious  freedom; 
.  .  .  Another  most  important  value  is  our  freedom  to  question  and  criticize  our  national  policies. 

“We  hope  that  during  your  visit  here  you  will  frequently  find  yourself  among  those  of  us  who  are  geniunely  inter¬ 
ested  in  world  order  through  the  United  Nations;  who  realize  that  the  world’s  wealth  must  he  distributed  more  fairly; 
and  who  believe  that  universal  disarmament  and  complete  r«*nunciation  of  war  is  essential.  .  .  .” 

SENATE  OK’S  DISARMAMENT 
STATEMENT 

On  August  6,  with  no  debate,  the  Senate  approved  S. 

Con.  Res.  48,  sponsored  by  Senator  Hubert  H.  Hum¬ 
phrey.  The  resolution  reaffirms  existing  policy  that 
“upon  the  achievement  of  an  agreement  on  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  armaments,  which  it  fervently  desires,  the 
United  States  is  prepared  to  join  with  other  signatories 
of  the  agreement  to  devote  a  substantial  portion  of  any 
resultant  savings  to  expand  its  works  of  peace  through¬ 
out  the  world.” 

In  other  developments  in  the  disarmament  field — 

President  Orders  New  Disarmament  Study.  Charles  A. 

Coolidge,  Boston  lawyer,  was  appointed  July  29  by 
President  Eisenhower  to  make  a  fresh  search  for  “com¬ 
prehensive  and  partial  measures  of  arms  control  and 
reduction.”  The  study  is  not  intended  to  conflict  with 
day-to-day  negotiations  at  Geneva  on  a  test-ban  treaty. 

Large  House  Vote  Against  Transfer  Agreements.  An 
.  amendment  offered  by  Charles  E.  Bennett,  Fla.,  to  the 
i  Mutual  Security  appropriation  on  July  28  would  have 
'  barred  the  use  of  funds  to  implement  the  agreements  to 
transfer  nuclear  weapons  equipment  and  know-how  to 


NATO  allies.  The  amendment  was  defeated  by  a  stand¬ 
ing  vote  137-61.  The  61  opposing  votes,  with  only  half 
the  House  voting,  is  a  surprising  increase  over  the  12 
who  voted  against  the  authorizing  legislation  in  1958. 
In  other  events,  14  Democratic  Senators  wrote  Presi¬ 
dent  Eisenhower  July  25  expressing  “misgivings”  over 
the  transfer  agreements.  Senator  Jacob  Javits,  N.Y., 
indicated  he  would  keep  a  close  watch  after  receiving 
“thousands”  of  letters  from  constituents.  A  statement 
by  Secretary  of  Defense  Neil  McElroy  in  Ottawa  on 
August  1 1  indicates  a  new  drive  is  underway  to  trans¬ 
fer  control  of  nuclear  warheads  to  military  allies. 

‘‘^Project  Tepee^^  Makes  Possible  An  Inspected  Agree¬ 
ment  to  End  Missiles  Tests.  A  newly  developed  radio 
monitoring  system  announced  by  the  Navy  August  7 
is  said  to  be  able  instantaneously  to  detect  rocket 
launchings  anywhere  in  the  world  and  95%  of  all 
atmospheric  nuclear  weapons  tests. 

New  Disarmament  Negotiations.  On  August  5  the  Big 
Four  Foreign  Ministers  announced  they  had  agreed  to 
create  a  new  ten-nation  committee  on  disarmament 
with  members  divided  equally  between  East  and  West. 
Encouragement  over  resumption  of  disarmament  nego¬ 
tiations  after  two  years  was  tempered  by  the  fact  that, 
at  least  as  originally  proposed,  the  new  group  will  be 
set  up  outside  the  UN  Disarmament  Commission. 
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TEST  SUSPENSION  EXTENDED  60  DAYS 

The  State  Department  announced  August  26  that  the 
President  has  temporarily  extended  the  one-year  sus¬ 
pension  of  United  States  nuclear  weapons  tests  from 
October  31  through  December  31. 

The  announcement  climaxed  a  behind-the-scenes 
struggle  in  the  Administration  during  the  past  month 
in  which  the  Pentagon  and  the  Atomic  Energy  Com¬ 
mission  urged  resumption  of  nuclear  weapons  tests. 
Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey,  Chairman  of  the  Senate 
Sub-Committee  on  Disarmament,  took  the  lead  in  urg¬ 
ing  continuation  of  the  test  suspension  while  serious 
efforts  are  being  made  in  Geneva  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
banning  further  tests. 

The  nuclear  powers  have  suspended  nuclear  weapons 
tests  during  the  Geneva  negotiations  in  an  attempt  to 
facilitate  an  agreement.  The  State  Department  said 
that,  so  far  as  is  known,  the  Soviet  Union  has  con¬ 
ducted  no  such  tests  since  November  3,  1958. 

Geneva  negotiations  have  recessed  until  October  12 
while  Premier  Khrushchev  visits  the  United  States.  It 
is  hoped  that  in  discussions  during  his  visit  substantial 
progress  may  be  made  in  resolving  remaining  differ¬ 
ences  over  a  treaty. 

^  Letters  to  President  Eisenhower  are  still  im- 

▼  portant.  Commend  him  for  his  action  and 

urge  him  to  continue  the  test  suspension  after  De¬ 
cember  31  and  until  a  final  treaty  is  written.  Send 
a  copy  to  your  Senators  and  Congressmen. 

TWO  VIEWS  ON  RESUMPTION 

Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey^  Minn.^  August  18: 

“If  [these  negotiations!  succeed,  then  future  arms  control 
discussions  .  .  .  become  imperative  so  that  the  momentum 
gained  by  one  small  step  will  not  be  lost.  If  they  fail,  then 
new  talks  will  tinkle  in  a  hollow  chamber  amid  the  rever¬ 
berating  echoes  of  the  last  failure. 

“(Ten  months]  is  not  unusual  in  terms  of  average  time 
taken  in  negotiating  with  the  Soviet  Union.  What  is  un¬ 
usual  is  the  fact  that  of  the  remaining  undecided  issues 
only  one — the  number  of  on-site  inspections — really  stands 
in  the  way  of  an  agreement  .  .  .  On  this  one  major  remain¬ 
ing  issue,  the  United  States  at  the  moment  has  no  negotiat¬ 
ing  position.  The  Soviets  have  made  no  proposal  on  this 
point  as  yet  either  .  .  . 

“If  tests  resume  before  we  know  the  outcome  of  the  test 
ban  negotiations  the  United  States  will  be  inviting  an  out- 
bust  of  indignation  and  criticism  by  the  people  of  other 
nations.  Furthermore,  our  own  people  are  .  .  .  concerned 
about  the  possible  harmful  effects  of  radioactive  fallout. 

“Our  security  would  in  no  way  be  prejudiced  by  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  suspension  of  nuclear  tests  .  .  .  Experts 
in  our  Government  .  .  .  have  told  us  in  the  Congress  that 
we  are  ahead  of  the  Soviets  in  nuclear  research,  ...  in 
nuclear  weaponry.  .  .  .  and  in  tactical  strategic  weapons.” 


"You  Fellows  Serious  This  Time?’* 


Still  a  pertinent  question  in  1959. 


OF  NUCLEAR  WEAPONS  TESTS 

Senator  W'allace  F.  Bennett,  Utah,  August  19: 

“As  yet,  the  Soviets  have  shown  no  disposition  to  accept  an 
inspection  system  which  would  be  truly  effective  .  .  . 

“To  develop  and  be  able  to  use  safe,  fallout-free  testing  of 
atomic  and  nuclear  exposions  is  desirable  from  every  point 
of  view  ...  I  feel  confident  that  world  opinion  will  support 
it  .  .  . 

“It  would  be  disastrous  if  we  should,  at  this  point  in  the 
development  of  the  art,  give  up  all  rights  to  conduct  any 
further  tests.  It  would  not  only  deny  us  the  opportunity 
to  develop  better  and  more  useful  weapons,  but  might 
effectively  prevent  the  controlled  use  of  this  great  explosive 
force  for  peaceful  purposes  ...  [Ed.  note:  Geneva  negotia¬ 
tors  have  discussed  the  conditions  under  which  peaceful 
explosions  might  be  permitted.) 

“[The  West]  might  by  testing  develop  a  truly  effective  de¬ 
fense  against  all-out  nuclear  attack  .  .  .  Continued  nuclear 
testing  by  the  West  should  produce  more  discriminate 
nuclear  weapons  .  .  .  Under  circumstances  which  give  to 
the  Soviets  an  overwhelming  conventional  superiority,  it  is 
nothing  short  of  foolhardy  for  the  West  to  discontinue  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  tactical  weapons  which  might  serve  to 
counter  this  imbalance.” 
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COMMUNIST  CHINA  IN  UN  OPPOSED 

One  of  the  perennial  pastimes  in  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  is  the  passage  of  statements  opposing  the 
seating  of  Communist  China  in  the  UN.  Since  1948 
the  House  has  done  so  15  times. 

This  year  the  provision  was  inserted  in  the  bill  appro¬ 
priating  funds  for  the  State  Department.  It  was  then 
inserted  in  the  Mutual  Security  appropriations  bill  as 
well.  But  Charles  O.  Porter,  Ore.,  raised  a  point  of 
order  against  its  inclusion  and  was  sustained  by  the 
chairman. 

Thereafter  Rep.  Clement  J.  Zablocki,  Wis.,  introduced 
a  separate  resolution  (H.  Con.  Res.  369)  “in  order  that 
the  record  be  cle^r”,  stating  that  Congress  is  still  op¬ 
posed  to  UN  seating  of  the  Communist  Chinese  govern¬ 
ment.  After  a  brief  meeting  of  the  Foreign  Affairs 
Committee  the  resolution  was  reported  favorably.  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Meyer,  Vt.,  filed  a  minority  report. 

The  final  House  vote  on  August  17  was  368  to  2  in 
support  of  the  resolution  with  64  abstentions.  Meyer 
and  Thomas  L.  Ashley,  Ohio,  voted  against  the  resolu¬ 
tion.  Charles  O.  Porter  and  Byron  L.  Johnson,  Colo., 
were  paired  against  it.  Edith  Green,  Ore.,  questioned 
the  present  policy  and  cited  the  action  of  the  Fifth 
World  Order  Study  Conference  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  held  in  Cleveland  last  November.  She 
abstained,  “Since  there  is  no  known  parliamentary 
device  under  which  I  can  vote  as  I  feel — ‘25%  yes,  40% 
no,  and  35%  maybe’.” 

William  Meyer  led  the  opposition  to  the  resolution  in 
a  vigorous  statement.  Some  excerpts : 

“IF/ii/e  it  may  not  represent  the  people  of  China  .  .  . 
it  is  still  the  de-facto  government  of  China  whether  we 
I  like  it  or  not.  Certainly  Chiang  Kai-shek  and  his  two 
million  Chinese  imposing  their  will  on  Formosa  or 
Taiwan  ran  by  no  stretch  of  the  imagination  he  called 
the  government  of  600  million  Chinese  ....  Perhaps 
the  present  hatred  may  grow  less  intense  if  the  pot  is 
not  constantly  stirred.  .  .  . 

“/  will  not  be  tolerant  of  a  bankrupt  policy  of  bipartisan 
leadership  in  foreign  affairs  that  promises  nothing  hut 
a  drift  to  ultimate  disaster  for  my  country  and  hu¬ 
manity.  .  .  .  I  still  tcill  not  defer  to  the  sterile  policies  of 
the  opposition  party,  conceivetl  by  the  Pentagon,  nursed 
by  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  tutored  by  the  State 
Department,  supported  by  fear,  and  doomed  to  the 
ashcan  unless  they  first  doom  civilization  itself.’’^ 

Senator  W.  J.  Fulbright  in  a  TV  interview  August  23 
said  it  would  be  wise  in  the  long  run  for  the  United 
States  to  recognize  Communist  China. 

I  Copies  of  the  FCNL’s  October  1958  fSewsletter  discus- 
,  sing  “Pro  and  Con:  Recognition  and  UN  Seating”  are 
available  on  request. 


MORE  GERM  WAR  RESEARCH  URGED 

An  increased  effort  to  develop  chemical,  biological  and 
radiological  (CBR)  weapons  has  been  urged  by  the 
new  House  Committee  on  Science  and  Astronautics  in 
a  report  (H.  Rept.  815)  dated  August  10. 

The  report  grew  out  of  the  Committee’s  hearings  this 
year  and  is  related  to  the  general  campaign  by  the 
U.S.  Army  Chemical  Corps  to  persuade  the  American 
public  to  approve  increased  spending  on  CBR  weapons 
research  and  to  accept  the  possibility  of  their  use  in 
some  future  conflict. 

Some  of  the  points  made  by  the  report :  •  The  Soviet 
Union  is  doing  research  in  this  area,  therefore  the  U.S. 
should  step  up  its  efforts.  •  Because  it  is  not  necessarily 
as  destructive  as  nuclear  war,  CBR  warfare  “offers  some 
rays  of  hope  for  a  more  sane  approach  to  an  activity 
which  we  wish  could  be  classified  as  irrational.”  •  It 
is  “a  comparatively  simple  matter”  for  missile  warheads 
to  carry  CBR  agents.  •  The  cost  is  such  that  even  a 
very  small  nation  could  manufacture  them.  •  In  any 
consideration  of  international  disarmament,  special 
attention  should  be  devoted  to  the  control  of  CBR  ac¬ 
tivities.  •  U.S.  research  on  CBR  should  be  at  least 
trebled.  CBR  research  costs  now  run  about  $40  million 
a  year.  The  total  effort  amounts  to  at  least  $79  million. 

The  25  scientists  from  nine  countries  who  attended  the 
fifth  Pugwash  Conference  called  by  Cleveland  indus¬ 
trialist,  Cyrus  Eaton,  in  late  August,  concentrated 
their  attention  on  the  hazards  of  chemical  and  bio¬ 
logical  war. 


STUDY  OF  DEFENSE  SPENDING  URGED 

Senator  Philip  A.  Hart,  Mich.,  and  7  cosponsors  have 
introduced  a  resolution  ( S.  Res.  150)  to  create  a  Senate 
Select  Committee  on  the  Economic  Impact  of  National 
Defense. 

Among  other  things,  the  Committee  would  review  the 
effect  of  the  $40  billion  arms  budget  on  the  economy, 
and  the  declining  defense  expenditures  in  states  like 
Michigan,  Illinois,  New  York,  Ohio,  and  New  Jersey, 
as  spending  increases  in  California,  Texas,  Missouri, 
and  Massachusetts. 

The  Committee  would  deal  primarily  with  the  effect 
of  changing  allocations  of  defense  dollars.  But  the 
resolution  notes  also  that  “an  international  disarma¬ 
ment  agreement  would  involve  readjustments”  requir¬ 
ing  study. 

Senator  Hart  told  the  Senate  on  August  20,  *‘We  must 
convince  the  most  apprehensive  American  that  we 
can  indeed  afford  peace;  that  we  can  afford  to  disarm.^* 

Two  days  earlier  he  inserted  in  the  Congressional 
Record  Harold  Dorsey’s  August  17  column  in  the 
WASHINGTON  POST,  entitled  “Disarmament  Could 
Strengthen  Economy.” 
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PROGRESS  ON  LEGISLATION  AS  CONGRESS  HEADS  FOR  ADJOURNMENT 

(status  of  bills  carries  over  to  next  year’s  session.) 


Food  for  Peace.  The  House  August  20  voted  305  to 
53  to  extend  P.L.  480  for  one  year,  to  authorize  $1.5 
billion  for  sales  for  foreign  currencies  and  $300  mil¬ 
lion  for  emergency  donations.  The  House  also  ap¬ 
proved  a  “food  stamp  plan”  permitting,  but  not  requir¬ 
ing,  distribution  of  $1  billion  a  year  in  surplus  food  to 
needy  persons  in  the  U.S. 

Senator  Humphrey’s  Food  for  Peace  bill  as  reported 
by  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  August  10 
extends  P.L.  480  for  three  years,  authorizes  $2  billion 
a  year  for  sales  for  foreign  currencies,  $250  million 
per  year  for  emergency  donations  and  greatly  broadens 
the  program. 

l.D.A.  The  Administration  has  officially  urged  the 
establishment  of  an  International  Development  Associa¬ 
tion,  first  proposed  by  Senator  Mike  Monroney,  Okla., 
in  1958.  l.D.A.  would  make  long  term,  low  interest 
loans  which  the  World  Bank  does  not  finance.  l.D.A. 
has  a  great  advantage  over  the  U.S.  Development  Loan 
Fund  since  it  would  be  multilateral  and  international 
in  character. 

Passports.  General  passport  legislation  is  “dead  for  this 
session  of  Congress”  Senator  J.  W.  Fulbright  said 
August  11.  At  recent  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee 
hearings,  the  State  Department  again  asked  Congress 
to  negate  the  Supreme  Court’s  Kent  decision  and  grant 
it  broad  authority  to  deny  passports. 

C.ivil  Riphts.  There  now  appears  no  likelihood  the 
watered-down  civil  rights  hill  reported  by  the  House 
.Judiciary  Committee  will  be  considered  on  the  House 
floor  this  session.  Efforts  to  report  a  bill  out  of  Sena¬ 
tor  Eastland’s  .Judiciary  Committee  have  met  with  no 
success.  An  effort  will  probably  be  made  to  attach 
a  civil  rights  bill  to  other  pending  Senate  legislation 
in  order  to  obtain  a  Senate  vote  this  session. 


World  Refugee  Year.  The  House  July  28  by  a  vote  of 
144-113  overrode  its  Appropriations  Committee  and, 
on  motion  of  Silvio  O.  Conte,  Mass.,  authorized  the 
spending  of  $10  million  from  the  Mutual  Security  con¬ 
tingency  fund  as  the  United  States  share  of  the  World 
Refugee  Year. 

Great  W  hite  Fleet.  Resolutions  to  establish  a  friendship 
fleet  to  aid  in  disasters  and  in  the  feeding  and  training 
of  persons  in  underdeveloped  countries  have  received 
wide  public  support.  No  hearings  have  yet  been  sched¬ 
uled  by  the  Senate  and  House  Armed  Services  Com¬ 
mittees.  Chief  sponsors  are  Sens.  Humphrey,  George 
Aiken,  Vt.  fS.  Con.  Res.  66)  and  Reps.  William  Bates, 
Mass.,  and  Ed  Edmondson,  Okla.  (H.  Con.  Res.  318 
and  323). 

Youth  Conservation  Corps.  On  August  13  the  Senate 
approved  47  to  45  Senator  Humphrey’s  proposal  to 
create  a  Youth  Conservation  Corps  which  would  help 
provide  new  opportunities  for  young  people  while 
conserving  natural  resources. 

Federal  Health  Insurance  for  the  Aged?  Groundwork 
has  been  laid  this  session  on  an  important  and  con¬ 
troversial  issue:  should  the  federal  government  provide 
health  insurance  for  old  people?  A  bill,  H.R.  4700,  by 
Rep.  Aime  J.  Forand,  R.L.  would  finance  this  program 
from  increases  in  social  security  taxes.  The  Adminis¬ 
tration,  the  American  Medical  Association,  the  Farm 
Bureau,  the  U.S.  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  others 
oppose  the  bill.  The  AFL-CIO,  American  Nurses  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  others  support  it. 

Fallout.  The  Joint  Committee  on  Atomic  Energy  has 
issued  its  official  report  on  the  fallout  hearings.  Ask 
your  Congressman  for  a  copy. 


The  Friends  ComwiUee 
On  National  Legislation 


is  a  working  committee  of  Friends  and  likeminded  persons 
attempting  to  translate  Quaker  beliefs  into  political  education 
and  action. 

FCNL  works  particularly  with  Congress  where  national  policy 
is  enacted  into  law.  It  combines  continuous  activity  in 
interviewing  legislators,  with  first  hand  reporting  on  Con¬ 
gressional  developments  to  readers  of  its  WASHINGTON 
NEWSLETTER,  and  encourages  letters,  telegrams  and  visits 
to  Congressmen  when  they  will  be  most  effective. 


Washington  Newsletter  Service  — 

•  Twelve  issues  of  NEWSLETTER  a  year; 

•  Upon  request,  FCNL  ACTION  bulletins  in  seven  areas 
of  legislative  work; 

•  Directory  of  Congressmen  and  Voting  Record  every 
two-year  session; 

•  Upon  request,  copies  of  FCNL  testimony  before  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Congress; 

•  Replies  by  letter  to  requests  for  legislative  information; 

•  FCNL  Annual  Report  and  other  special  enclosures 
during  the  year. 


Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  W.4SHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  at  $3.00  ($4.50  abroad).  Contributions  above 
$3.00  go  to  support  the  legislative  and  research  work  of  FCNL. 

(Contributions  not  deductible  for  income  tax  purposes) 
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